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Well, it’ s certainly been a busy time 
since our last newsletter eight months ago. 
With the end of the curator’s contract last 
month, the museum displays are now 
completed - with the exception that a 
display case has been set aside for new 
acquisitions. Many of the items and photos 
displayed have only recently been 
donated. In this newsletter we look at a 
couple of these, and a few other tidbits 
from recent museum happenings. 
 
Those who have internet access can read 
articles on the Wright Flyer, our 
Remembrance Day reunion, the Venture 
glider, and much more, at our website 
www.narromineaviationmuseum.org.au. 
 
 
75 years of Narromine Aero Club 
 
The Aero Club’s biggest anniversary 
dinner since 1979 was a great occasion on 
18 September. MC, Murray Feddersen, 
introduced a lineup of interesting speakers 
- starting with the guest of honour, club & 
museum patron Nancy Bird Walton (still 
going strong in her 90th year) who spoke 

of her visits to Narromine in the 1930s. A 
number of club members from the post-
WW2 years also related their 
recollections. A memorable night was had 
by all. 
 
The flying teapot 
 
One of the highlights of the night was the 
presentation to the museum of a silver art-
deco style teapot with a unique Narromine 
story.  

 
The museum’s part in this story began a 
year ago when Philip Dickson of Wisbech, 
England emailed us via ‘FlatChat’ . Philip 
said he had a teapot which might interest 
us, and as he and his wife Christine were 
coming to Australia in September, he 
could donate it then. The inscription on its 
side read: 
 
Squadron Leader D.E. Stodart DSO DFC 

Narromine Air Pageant 
Sept 29th 1935 

1st Prize, Aerial Derby 
 
A search through the Vic Hall scrapbook 
revealed that Stodart won the event while 
flying an Airspeed Courier, the sleek low-
wing monoplane in which he had placed 



fifth in the London-Melbourne Centenary 
Air Race a year earlier. Nancy Bird came 
second in the Aerial Derby (she still has 
her prize) and, as she revealed at the 
anniversary dinner, was asked by Stodart 
to accompany him back home to England 
as his co-pilot! She declined – but he took 
his teapot. 
 
So, how did Philip Dickson come by it? 
He believes his former mother-in-law had 
been given it by Stodart’ s sister or widow, 
and it had sat under her bed all these years 
before being left to him in her will. Thanks 
to his generosity it has finally 
‘boomeranged’  back from England to 
Narromine Aerodrome where it was 
presented, and has pride of place in the 
museum’s ‘Origins’  showcase. 
 
 
Wright Flyer progress 
 
Many of you will have heard by now that 
the Wright Model ‘A’  Flyer replica, being 
built at Narromine Aerodrome by the 
Hayden family et al, will not fly on 12 
March as originally planned, but probably 
on the long weekend of 1-2 October. The 
extra time will take much of the pressure 
off the team and allow for a big event and 
airshow to be properly planned.  
 
Hundreds of visitors to ‘Hangar 10’  have 
watched the progress of this fascinating 
project over the last year. The timber work 
is now largely completed. The effort is 
now concentrating on the fabric covering, 
engine & propeller fitment, and the 
hundreds of details that will finish off this 
historic machine. 
 

 
 
Although not the first powered aircraft 
built by the Wright Brothers (an honour 
which goes to their ‘Flyer 1’  of 1903), the 

Model ‘A’  four years later was the 
Wrights’  first practical aircraft, in the 
sense that it could stay aloft as long as its 
fuel lasted and was fully controllable. One 
even made a return trip across the English 
Channel.  
 
This project will help to ensure 
Narromine’s place in the aviation world. 
Be sure to come to the public launching - 
the first time that a Model ‘A’  will take to 
the air in nearly a century. 
 
 
Remembrance Day reunion 
 
November 11 was a memorable day for 
the museum. Volunteer Ross Shepherd 
arranged a reunion of a dozen men and 
women who had served in various roles at 
Narromine during 1939-45. All of the air 
force units that were based here, as well as 
the women’s Voluntary Aid Detachment 
of the Red Cross, were represented. Our 
thanks to Narromine Shire Council for 
providing the lunch. (For more details, see 
the article on the museum website.) 
 
A number of donations were made to the 
museum on the day. Ron Leckie, for 
example, handed over the fruits of his 
recent research into 93 Squadron RAAF’s 
time at Narromine and its trip to Japan. A 
postscript to the article in our last 
newsletter about the ID disc found in the 
aerodrome dump: Ron’s Beaufighter 
passenger on the Japan trip, Alan Atkins, 
turned out to be alive and well in 
Newcastle. Ross Shepherd’s bulletin 
featuring Alan’s story can be purchased at 
the museum. 
 
 
Yes, we now display aircraft!  
 
Several historic aircraft, whose owners 
have kindly allowed viewing by museum 
visitors, are now displayed in the 
aerodrome’s WW2 Bellman hangar. The 
museum guide can accompany you on the 
short walk to the hangar. Three of the 
aircraft have information boards. 
 
 
Tiger  Moth VH-KBX. This ex-RAAF 
trainer was bought by a consortium of 



Narromine Aero Club members in 1982, 
and flown for a number of years. Keith 
Powell hopes to get it back into the 
Narromine sky.  
 
Many ask why it is painted yellow. The 
answer is that this is its original wartime 
training school colour, chosen to make the 
Tiger more visible to novice pilots who 
were often concentrating more on the 
cockpit than on other aircraft. 
 

 
 
For a close look at a Tiger Moth engine 
and instrument panel, examples of these 
are displayed in the museum courtesy of 
Bruce Wright and Keith Hayden (Keith 
worked on Narromine’s Tiger Moths 
during the war). If anyone knows where 
we can get a suitable altimeter marked 0-
10,000 feet to complete the panel, please 
let us know. 
 
 
Hawkr idge Venture glider . We may be 
biased, but we believe this is one of 
Australia’s most historic gliders. And it is 
  

 
 
unique: only two Ventures are known to 
have been built, and the other one crashed 
in 1962. This is a classic example of local 
ingenuity and perseverance. Built under 
the grandstand of the Dubbo Showground 

from 1950-53, it is believed to be the 
oldest glider made in western NSW. 
 
Thanks to the foresight of Joe Shibble, the 
Venture has survived and is displayed on 
loan to the museum. 
 
 
Sabre jet A94-915. This Australian-built 
1955 jet fighter, an improved version of 
the US original, forms a large and 
impressive centrepiece in the hangar. We 
recently discovered that this particular 
Sabre was used in evaluating the 
Firestreak air-to-air missile. An 
instrument panel is needed to complete the 
cockpit. 
 

 
 
In addition to these three aircraft, Bruce 
Cottee’s 1950s Auster J1B and Anne 
Elliott’s 1960s K7 glider (both of which 
can regularly be seen in the air over 
Narromine) can be viewed in the hangar. 
Our appreciation to their owners for 
allowing the public to get a close-up look 
at these too. 
 
 
Quick quiz 
 
Last issue’s quiz questions were all 
answered correctly by our volunteer Ivy 
Wall. Congratulations to Ivy, who won a 
museum shirt (well, she would have if she 
didn’ t already have one by virtue of being 
a museum volunteer!) Below are the 
answers, followed by this issue’s quiz. 
 
 
 
1. Who piloted the first aircraft known to 
have landed at Narromine? 
 



Answer: Captain Gordon Wilson MC AFC 
DCM, Australian Flying Corps.  
Some people may have known that three 
months before Sir Ross Smith’s Vickers 
Vimy touched down on what is now the 
golf course in February 1920, Captain 
(later Air Vice Marshal) Wrigley DFC 
visited Narromine on his Melbourne – 
Darwin journey - the first trans-Australia 
flight ever made. What is not so well 
known is that earlier in 1919, Captain 
Wilson in an Avro 504 visited on a ‘peace 
loan’  tour to promote the sale of bonds. He 
landed on the polo ground. In December 
he made Australia’s first public parachute 
descent from an aircraft, at Epsom 
racecourse, Melbourne. 
 
2. Who was Narromine Aero Club’s first 
secretary? 
 
Answer: Howard Bowden Fletcher DFC. 
‘Fletch’ , known as the father of aviation in 
the west, was, together with Vic Hall, the 
most active promoter of aviation in the 
region. 
 
3. Who was the first female pilot trained at 
Narromine? 
 
Answer: According to Narromine Aero 
Club’s 1936 annual report, Mary Woolfe 
(later Everingham) learned to fly here that 
year. 
 
4. How long are Narromine’s runways, 
and when were they laid? 
 
Answer: 2.1km and 1.5km long (although 
part has been decommissioned). The 
runways were laid in 1942 by civilian 
government workers. In his memoires, 
flying instructor Rod Black describes the 
prodigious effort involved in excavating 
the earth for the runways, laying and 
compacting gravel, and surfacing with 
tarmac. 
 
5. Name the air force flying units based at 
Narromine from 1940-46. 
 
 
 
Answer: 

·  No.5 Elementary Flying Training 
School (Tiger Moths, 1940-44) 

·  No.8 Operational Training Unit 
(Wirraways, 1944) 

·  618 Squadron RAF (Mosquitoes, 
1945) 

·  93 Squadron RAAF (Beaufighters, 
1945-46) 

 
 
Now for this issue’s quiz. Once again, the 
answers can be found in the museum 
displays: 
 
1. Who were the father and son on 
Narromine Aero Club’s founding 
committee? 
 
2. Where and when was Narromine Aero 
Club’s first locally built aircraft, Jack 
Coomber’s Corben ‘Super Ace’ , built? 
 
3. When did gliding start at Narromine, 
and by which club? 
 
4. How was Dubbo Gliding Club’s 
Venture glider originally launched? 
 
5. In what year did Qantas’  first Super 
Constellation land at Narromine? 

 
*  *  *  *  

Best wishes to all our members and 
volunteers. Your contributions support the 
museum in its service to the community as 
a very worthwhile showcase of local 
aviation history. Encourage your friends & 
family to visit – the museum can only 
remain viable if people come to see it. 
 
On a personal note, now that I have 
returned to Canberra to take up a new 
position as projects manager in the Office 
of Air Force History, my sixteen months at 
Narromine has been one of the highlights 
of my career. The opportunity to develop 
and curate an aviation museum has been a 
rare and exciting one, and I plan to keep in 
touch with the museum and the friends I 
have made here. Thank you Narromine for 
making me welcome. 
 
Mike Nelmes 
Curator 


